Curator’s Choice
Passion Subdued by Reason

his unusual teapot (Figure 1) made a brief visit to the
Maryland Archaeological Conservation Lab in May

of 2016 as part of a collection of artifacts from the
Federal Reserve Site (18BC27) in Baltimore. While the lab
curates most of the site’s artifacts, a number of items from the
1980 excavation in the Old Otterbein neighborhood are
owned by the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond. The bank’s

collection visited the lab for cataloging and photography in

2016 and many interesting pieces were recorded.

"Apollo the God of Music” (Flgure 1). Music was
considered an appropriate pursuit for ladies, and
being accomplished in music was an important
social skill. Girls and women performed by either
singing or playing an instrument in private
homes, since public performances were deemed
immodest (Oxford 2016).

he other side of the teapot (Figure 2) is
fragmented, but comparison with an
unbroken teapot and a print from a late
eighteenth-century fashion magazine (Figures 3
and 4) shows that it once displayed a female
figure seated beneath an arbor (Anonymous
1795).

subdued by Reason,"

Her pursuit of reading shows "Passion
the words impressed
underneath her. Reading was also an approved
activity for females, particularly literature that

was morally uplifting.

Figure 2. Reverse side of teapot, showing partial figure of a woman reading.

By: Patricia Samford,
MAC Lab Director
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Figure 1. Pearlware Teapot from the Federal Reserve site (18BC27) in

Baltimore.

Figure 3. Complete example of a similar teapot showing Apollo (Private

collection).

he inclusion on the teapot of this female
whose “Passion [was] subdued by reason”
is more complicated than the Apollo figure. A
short tale of this same title appeared in the
1795 “Ladies Magazine,”

illustration shown in Figure 4. In this story,

accompanied by the

young Matilda, who has been tempted into con-
sidering elopement with Florio, is brought to her
senses (and reason) through reading a moral essay
(Pearson 1999). So here, users of the teapot could
learn that the appropriate reading material could
help cool passions that might lead a young lady

astray.
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represent! To this these

interesting questions about this artifact will

researcher, really

unfortunately forever remain unanswered.
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Figure 4. Illustration “Passion Subdued by Reason”
from The Ladies Magazine or Entertaining for the
Fair Sex. Volume 26. London, 1795.
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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